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The purpose of this paper is to explore generally some ways families are or could be implicated in the process of rehabilitati offenders. Since the family is for most persons in this society tt cant social unit in which social attachments are grounded and so enacted, the family might have been expected to have been the i good deal of theoretical and empirical work on rehabilitation, c to have been the target of programmatic efforts of those working grate ex-offenders into the community. This is not the case, how literature on the family in this area is meager indeed.
Very little literature and still less research was found specifica role families play in rehabilitation. Since searches of the traditi demic literature in family sociology, criminology, child developn developmental psychology yielded little of substance, the se; broadened to include practitioner-oriented publications and un{ documents in the helping professions. Here was found a smatteri scriptive accounts of unevaluated service programs that pertaii matters as visitation policies in prisons and that might have s<
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406 a 59 percent response rate from men who were still living and whose addresses were known. The questionnaire asked how, if at all, the Cambridge-Somerville Youth Study had been helpful. Two thirds of the men responded that the program had been helpful. Most of these men amplified their responses by specifying ways in which their counselors or their experiences with the program had improved their lives. The men mentioned that the program had kept them
